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Mr, William Manning
‘Adrport Manager
Mammoth-Yosemite Alrport
HRC 79, Box 209
Mamimoth Lakes, CA 93546

 Dear Mr. Manning: -

Mammoth-Yosemite Airport

Mammoth Lakes, CA

~Warning Letter

14 Code of Federal Rmui&mom (CFRY Part 139 \’mianon

On February 9, 2011 our office received information alleging that the Mammoth-Yosemnite
Adrport {(MMIH) allowed air carrier operations to oceur ai the airport while failing to
- provide the minimum required Airport Rescue and Firefig] ﬁmf‘ {ARFF) capability as
- specified by 14 CFR Part 139 and in the Mammoth- Yosernite Airport Certification Manual
(ACM). The allegations indicated that the apparatus used to satisfy the requirements of the,
ARFF Index did not carry sufficient amounts of fire suppressing agent as required by Part
139, the airport failed to notify each air carrier as well as the Regional Airports Division

© Manager of the reduced ARFF capability’ and failed to dmumzmle that information through

: Lim 7\]011(,{, to Airman (NOTAM) sy stem, :

- An zmmumuon of the maiiu revealed thdl the airport all o\uci air carrier operalions

- without the required amounts of fire suppressing agent specified in 14 CFR Part 139.317(D

- \chmﬁ Rescue and Firefighting Equipment and Agents. The Regulation addresses aqueous
film forming foam agent (AFFF) quantity requirements and dictates that “In addition to the
- quantity of waler reqmred each vehicle required o carry AFFF must c,cm‘} AFF k noan
- amount to mix with twice the mﬂer mquucd to be carried by tim vehicle.

FAA Inv mugmmn zwad%ed that tha vehicle contained AFFF in an amount that satisfied the
~ Alrport ‘Index requirement as specified by 14 CFR 139.317(b), Alrcraft Rescue and

- ~ Firefighting E quipment and Agents (1,500 gallons of water and the commensurate quantity

of AFFT for foam pmduc,tmﬂ as &.p;,cme& for Index B almmta) however, the vehicle did
hot contain AFFE in an amount required by the regulation “to mix with twice the w ater
required to be carried by the vehicle.” It appears that the airport was unaware of the
- regulatory mqmmmm{ and believed tha& by satistying the Endm mqmrnm:m they are
- satisfactory.



The investigation revealed that AFFF was depleted 1o an amount less than required by
" regulation following a FAA required live fire exercise conducted in late October of 2010
Dhue to an AFFF inventory oversight, some containers of AFFF thought to be available to
“replenish the vehicle were anavailable as they were discovered 1o be empty. As a result, the
vehicle was filled to an amount of AFFF less than requiréd by regulation but 1o a level
satisfying the ARFF Index. The airport believed they were mueting the Teguiatory
FEquUIreIments. S ' ' o '

During the course of our investigation ARFF personne! training records were evaluated and
it was determined that the livefire exercise conducted on the airport on October 28, 2010
to satisfy the annual live fire exercise did not provide the acceptable level of traming
dictated by the Administrator. To meet the annual requirement, Index A and 8 aprport fire
fighters may use a ground fire pit of an “appropriate size” znd should be able to expose
airport fire fighters to various types of aircraft fires (Engine fire, APU fire, Wheel well fire,
ete.) ' o

Considering the facts at hand the airport must take the following corrective actions:

13 Ensure that in addition to the quantity of water required, each vehicle required to camy

CAFFF 1o satisfy the regulatory requirement of the airport must carry AFFE inan amount 10
mix with twice the water required 10 be carried by the vehicle as required by 14 CFR Part
1391170 ' B

2y All airport fire fighters must receive an acceptable level of training that 1s approved by
the administrator (e, attend an approved live-fire training facility or ground fire EXErcise).

it should be noted that corrective actions were taker by the airport as follows: = A
© surveiliance inspection conducted on February 28, 2011 indicates that corrective action
Citem #1 was remedied on November 17,2010 Corréction Hem #2, according to the airport,
has been addressed as airport. fire fighters are scheduled to attend an approved live-fire
fraining facility on May 25, 201 L. ' P ' '

in closing this case, we have given consideration to all available facts and have concluded
the matter does not warrant legal enforcement. fn hieu of such action, we are issuing this
 letter, which will be made a matter of record. ' '

We will expect your future comphance with the regulations.

Sincereby,

-

- Brian Q. Armstrong/ _
© Manager, Safety and Standards Branch -



